
Cast of an eruption victim in a storeroom east of the Forum Pompeii, Italy

Vesuvius is an active volcano near Naples in southern 
Italy. An eruption in 79 CE sent a pyroclastic flow of 
superheated gas and rock down the mountain to engulf the 
Roman towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Several 
million people currently live near the volcano.
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The monastery was founded in 1088 to 
honor St John the Divine, author of the 
Book of Revelations. The fortress-like 
monastery commands the island's high 
ground. Its architecture reflects its 
purpose: to protect religious treasure.

Monastery of St John (1088)  Pátmos, Greece
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Moní Pantánassas (C15) Mystrás (C13-C18), Peloponnese, Greece

High above ancient Sparta, the ruins of Mystrás climb a southwest 
range in the Taÿgetos Mountains. Founded in 1249 by the Franks, the 

town went on to become a major Byzantine cultural center by the 
15th century before falling to the Turks. A Frankish kástro guards the 

summit and Byzantine churches and monasteries hug the hillside.
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Peloponnese, GreeceAcropolis of Mycenae (1350-1100 BCE)

A Bronze Age citadel for the 
ruling class, Mycenae was the 
fabled home of Agamemnon. It 

included its own cistern (right) 
and royal graveyard. 
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Venetian fortress (C15) above the Gulf of Corinth Náfpaktos, Greece

The town site dates back to the classical Greek period. The bay 
and its peak overlook the Straits of Lepanto in the Gulf of 
Corinth. The Venetians called the town Lepanto and the fortress 
is said to have withstood a four-month siege by the Ottoman 
Turks in the 15th century. It was here in 1571 that the Ottoman 
navy was defeated by the Holy League at the Battle of Lepanto.
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The Roman port of Altinum, located on the modern Lagoon of Venice, was an 
important harbor beginning in the first century BCE. This site became a refuge 

and source of building materials when the first Venetians recolonized the islands 
when fleeing the Barbarians in the fifth to seventh century. Altinum is buried 

beneath crop land and is one of a few Roman cities not covered by modern cities. 
Remote sensing reveals a complex urban fabric, indicating that the Romans had 
successfully mastered the lagoonal environment centuries before the Venetians. 

Grand Canal  Venice, Italy
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Acrocorinth (C4 BCE-C18); view east from the west peak Peloponnese, Greece

More than 500 m above the ancient city of Corinth, 
Acrocorinth has been fortified since at least the 4th century 
BCE. In its time it has been occupied by the Romans, Franks, a 
Florentine banker, the Despot of Mystrás, Knights of Rhodes, 
Venetians, and Ottoman Turks. Each left their mark with 
additional fortifications and civic and religious architecture.
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Built atop Tertiary sandstone towers, only 6 monasteries 
remain of about 25 convents, churches, and monasteries 
erected since the 14th century. Access was first by rope 
ladders and later by windlass. Stairs were added in the 
1920s to make the monasteries more accessible.

Rousánou Monastery (restored 1545) Metéora, Greece
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Roman Forum from Palatine (C1 BCE-C7) Rome, Italy

Founded in the 8th century BCE, Rome is one of the oldest 
cities in Europe. Settlement first occupied the hills and 
later spread to the marshy valleys between. The Forum 
was the center of political life and each emperor left his 

architectural mark on the Forum and city.
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Porch of the Caryatids, Erechtheion (421-395 BCE) Acropolis, Athens, Greece

The acropolis was first settled during the Neolithic period, 
about 3000 years ago. In 480 BCE, the buildings were all 
destroyed when the invading Persians burned the city. Athens 
celebrated their subsequent victory over the Persian Empire 
with new temples on the Acropolis.

© R Scott Cherba  All Rights Reserved

cherba.com

Leonids peak 17-18

Taurids peak 5-6 Mercury at Greatest
Eastern Elongation

16:02
UTC

05:39
UTC

00:19
UTC

14:54
UTC

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

Daylight Saving
Time Ends

Veterans Day
(observed)

Mawlid al-Nabiyy

November

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S

26

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

 D E C E M B E R   2 0 1 8

   



 

The Golden Horn from Topkapi Palace Istanbul, Turkey

The Bosphorus was an important trade route in the ancient world, linking the 
coastal cities of the Mediterranean with the Black Sea. The surrounding area 
was controlled by the Mycenaeans (1400-1200 BCE) and the Phrygians (800-
680 BCE) before the Greek colony of Chalcedon was founded in 676 BCE on 
the Asian shore. Within 10 years, the colony of  Byzantion was established on 
the European shore. It survived the Lydians, Persians, Athenians, and 
Macedonians before falling under Roman control in 64 BCE.
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